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Pajatén's prehistoric function, this article ad-
vances an interpretation of chronological data
recovered during archaeological investiga-
tions at Gran Pajatén in 1985 and 1986.
Analysis of available evidence for the occu-

pational history at Gran Pajatén constitutes a

crucial initial step towards resolving persis-
tent questions of site function.

In 1985, archaeologists of the University
of Colorado and the Universidad Nacional de
Trujillo, Peru initiated archaeological investi-
gations at Gran Pajatén as part of a multi-
disciplinary research program in the Rio
Abiseo National Park. These investigations
sought to clarify the dates of human occupa-
tion and to study changing economic adapta-
tions and settlement patterns in one portion of
the eastern Andean montane cloud-forest of
Peru. Field studies in 1985 and 1986 at-
tempted to document the antiquity of occupa-
tion in the park through test excavations at
four archaeological sites within the Monte-
cristo River Valley. The most useful data
consist of ceramics and radiocarbon dates
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concentrated on horizontal exposures of the
Late Horizon occupation floor, but those data
will be reported elsewhere. A test trench dug
to sterile soil within Building Number 1
yielded virtually all of the data pertinent to the
pre-Inca occupation at Gran Pajatén presented
here. Because these data were recovered
from secondary deposits (construction fill),
little information regarding the nature of the
early societies at the site can be gleaned.
However, radiocarbon dates and ceramic
cross-dates indicate that Gran Pajatén was
occupied by the end of the Early Horizon,
much earlier in Andean prehistory than most
scholars suspected. They also support a hy-
pothesis of early long-distance exchange
between the coast, highlands, and upper
montane forest. Other lines of evidence sug-
gest that such settlements were permanent.

Gran Pajatén: Geographical and Envi-
ronmental Contexts

The Rio Abiseo National Park was cre-
ated in 1983, and it protects one of the last


















































































































